WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. An earphone apparatus for an audio device and a portable 
communication terminal device, comprising: 

a first plug for disconnectable connection with the audio 
device; 

a second plug for disconnectable connection with the portable 
communication terminal device; 

an electroacoustical transducer connected to the first plug 
and the second plug for converting a first electric signal transmitted 
via the first plug into corresponding sound, and for converting a 
second electric signal transmitted via the second plug into 
corresponding sound; and 

means provided between the first plug and the 
electroacoustical transducer for controlling a level of the first 
electric signal transmitted to the electroacoustical transducer. 

An earphone apparatus for an audio device and a portable 
comm'tinication terminal device, comprising: 

a firsK^lug for disconnectable connection with the audio 
device; \. 

a second plug fei^disconnectable connection with the portable 
communication terminal device; 

an electroacoustical transducfec* 

first means connected to the second^jplug for detecting 
whether or not a call-related electric signal is cvutputted from the 
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*rtable communication terminal device; and 

seeond^means connected to the first plug, the second plug, 
the electroacoustical transducer, and the first means for 
disconnecting the first^plug from the electroacoustical transducer 
and connecting the second phigto the electroacoustical transducer 
when the first means detects that afcall-related electric signal is 
outputted from the portable communica^on^lerminal device. 



\3. An earphone apparatus as recited in claim 2, further 

0 cobiprising: 

tR^d means connected to the second plug for detecting a 
level of an electric speech signal outputted from the portable 
communication tfeirninal device; 

fourth means cofci^^tedtp^ the second plug, the 

5 electroacoustical transduc^<^and the third means for disconnecting 
the first plug from the el^ctroabcmstical transducer and connecting 
the second plug to the electroacoustical transducer when the level 
detected by the third metetns is equal toV higher than a 
predetermined reference\ level; 

0 fifth means connectechte-4he-4^ second plug, the 

electroacoustical transducer, and the third means re^r disconnecting 
the second plug from the electroacoustical transducer and 
connecting the first plug to the electroacoustical transduce^in 
cases where the level detected by the third means drops belowsthe 

5 predetermined reference level and then remains lower than the \^ 
predetermined reference level during longer than a predetermined 
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tiifrs^ength; and 

slxthntea^is connected to the first plug, the second plug, the 
electroacoustical tran&dupef^ and the third means for holding the 
first plug disconnectecy from^the electroacoustical transducer and 
holding the second plug connect^dtef the electroacoustical 
transducer in cases wherfe-4he^Ievel defeated by the third means 
drops below the predetermined reference level^and then remains 
lower than the predetermined reference level duringthe 
predetermined time length or shorter. 

4. An earphone apparatus as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising a microphone element connected to the second plug, 
and a switch connected to the second plug for generating a control 
signal transmitted to the portable communication terminal device. 

An earphone apparatjasas recited in claim 2, further 
comprisingli~TiiiGi^^ element connected to the second plug, 
and a switch connectedxto the secoTld-^lugjorgenerating a control 
signal transmitted to the porta5le communication teirninaT*3evtce>^ 

6. An earphone apparatus for an audio device and a portable 
communication terminal device, comprising: 

a first plug for disconnectable connection with the audio 
device; 

a second plug for disconnectable connection with the portable 
communication terminal device; 
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an electroacoustical transducer connected to the first plug 
and the second plug for converting a first electric signal transmitted 
via the first plug into corresponding sound, and for converting a 
second electric signal transmitted via the second plug into 
5 corresponding sound; and 

means provided among the first plug, the second plug, and 
the electroacoustical transducer for increasing one of levels of the 
first electric signal and the second electric signal transmitted to the 
electroacoustical transducer while decreasing the other level. 




